From a naturalist of worldwide esteem and two photographers
renowned for their images of hummingbirds in the wild, comes
Hummingbirds, possibly the most expansive visual record and natural
history in print. Lush with more than 180 stunning full-color plates
set in a wide format for full enjoyment and filled with authoritative
and engaging text, this book will delight naturalists, bird enthusiasts,
ornithologists and wildlife photographers.
• All species that live in Central America, which is the majority
• Hummingbirds in the arts, legend and lore, their importance to
aboriginal cultures, the origin of the name
• Hummingbirds conquer the Americas; hummingbirds in Europe, a
bewildering variety of species
• How hummingbirds fly
• A hummingbird’s life among the flowers, nectar; spatial memory, how
they feed, pollination, insects; energy conservation and migrations
• Why hummingbirds glow (structural iridescence)
• Aggression, territories, hummingbird songs, courtship; reproduction
• Endangered hummingbird species, and much more

Hummingbirds
Ronald Orenstein is a zoologist and wildlife conservationist who has
written extensively on a wide range of natural history issues. His most
recent books are Turtles, Tortoises and Terrapins and Ivory, Horn and
Blood: Behind the Elephant and Rhinoceros Poaching Crisis.
Michael and Patricia Fogden are widely considered the world’s finest
photographers of hummingbirds. They live in Costa Rica.
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Hummingbirds

“If there are more extraordinary birds than hummingbirds — the exotic
creatures the Brazilians call beija-flores, flower-kissers — it is difficult
to imagine what they might be. No other birds fly with their precision
and aerial mobility. None lives at the extreme metabolic pace that sets
hummingbirds apart not just from birds, but from all other vertebrates.
That tiny gem in your garden — should you live in the Americas where
all hummingbirds are found today — is a marvel.”

